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5010-104-01 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ' 

MEMORANDUM • . , ’ 

TO: SAC, KlTv! VORIC (100-107111) (4l) 



DATE : ll/ig/63 


PROM : 




(iti)67C- 


SUBJECT; 



so::e.ll conriiTTEE 
is-c 



The Information on the attached FD-302 was furnished 
on a confidential basis. The sourc'e no longer has custody of the 
basic documents from which the check Information was obtained. 

The source has furnished reliable Information In the. past. 


The Information on the PD-302 was made available by 





Chemical ’iamk New Tork 

Trust .Cewpany, 5th Avc. and 20th St ; , N7C. ■ 




The original longhand of the PD-302 Is maintained 
as an attachment to this memorandum In captioned case file, 
serial ?/ . 



loo- /ejW9-r/3o/ 
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The above information la not to be made public 
without the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. 
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Thl« dccufiitfnt contains nvith^r f»eDmm«ndatlon« nof concluslonn ol th# TBK It tb» properly of FSI otid U leonpd to 
roor It ond iia conlonlo or# not to bo dlotribulod outoido your aooficy« 
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Information which would disclose an Intelligence . \ 

source. This aerial bears the Classification ~ 
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UNITED STATES GOVEPNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 


TO : SAC, LOS ANGELES Date: 12/6/63 

FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-14189:-'.) 

SUBJECT: YOUTH PUBLICATIONS, INC. ‘ 

IS-C; ISA-50 
(00: NY) 

Youth Publicationa . Inc., Room 233, 799 Broadway, 

NYC, published the magazine "New Horizons For Youth," volume 3> 
number 2, containing articles by the following Individuals 
and organizations; 

LIONEL LIBSON; Progressive Youth Organizing 
Committee; Gene Foreman; Mrs. Helen Sobell; 

Jim Williams; Bettlna Aptheker; Jean Sherman 
and Lionel Rolfe. 


' A copy of "New Horizons For Youth" Is being 

furnished to each office for information. 


3 -L os An 
3 -Lou 

•^-Ph fladelDhl a ( 

3-San^^wicisco 

1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
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oAC, MEV/ YORK (100-109?'’! 9) date: 12/17./63 


3AC, GAN FRANCI3C0 (IOO-37058) (RUC) 


HELEN LEVITOV SOBELL, aka 
♦ 'M-C 

(00: 1TE17 YORIC) 


On 11/13/63 i the above captioned Subject appeared as 
a cuest on the Ira Blue Shov; over KGO Radio, San Francisco,. 
California, orlsinating from the Hungry I, a night club located 
at 599 Jaclcson, The program began vjlth the narrator, IRA BLUE, 
presenting a brief summary of the NORTON SOBELL case. He 
then introduced HELEN SOBELL and die following is a transcript 
of the interview: 

ELITE: "In 1950, MORTON SOBELL was apprehended and 
brought to trial - not until 1951* He spent hov; long in prison 
before he was brought to trial, Mrs. SOBELL?" 

SOBELL: "Some eight months." 


TO 



BLUE: "Some eight months. That vjould mean that he 
has spent from 1950 to the present time incarcerated." 

SOBELL: "Tills is the l^Ith year." 

BLUE: "This is the l4th year. The charges against 
MORTON SOBELL wore as follows: He was not charged with being a 
tx’aitor. lie was not charged viith treason. .I*m trying to give 
this information to you without any- feelings one viay or the 
'other, although by necessity, I think everyone has feelings one 
■,/ay or the other. The charges were conspiracy to commit espionage, 
due to his association with Hr. and Mrs. ROSEl'TBERG, vJho were later 
found guilty and executed for espionage, the only execution, I 
lielicve, to ever take place in peace time in the history of the 
United States. Mr. SOBELL* s accuser, the one^v/ltness against him, 

• 2 New York (RM) 

1 - San Francisco 
RUr-t/lr 

O)- 




JP 100-^,7058, 
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v;a2 a v;itness named MAX ELITCHER, who admitted to perjury prior 
to the trial and during the trial in that he failed to declare 
he vias a member of the Communisty Party in a prior affidavit “ 

I think in 19 ■'^ 7 • The Judge, Federal Judge ICAUPFM/II'I, instructed, 
the Jury that if they believed MAX ELITCfEER's testimony, they 
uere to find Mr. GOBELL guilty. If they did not believe ELITCHER's 
testimony, they were to acquit MORTON SOBELL. The Jury chose to 
believe MAX ELITCHER's testimony and the Judge then proceeded to, 
as we say in the Jargon of the court, throw the book at- MORTON 
i.'OEELL, sentencing him to a term of 30 years in prison for 
having conspired -having been found guilty of conspiring to 
commit ccplonage. It vjas later on stated, or stated at that 
time, tlncre vns no Indication that tiriythlng MORTOII SOBELL did 
did harm to the United States, hoviever, he was part of a 
conspiracy vihich they believed vjas harmful to the country, 

Mr, SOBELL served six of his l 4 years in prison In Alcatraz, a 
very honor ous, terrible prison. He was eligible for parole In 
1962, and the current move on the part of Mrs. SOBELL in to have 
her husband freed to return to normal life because the Justification 
for imprisonment Is rehabilitation rather than punishment, as we 
nce'rit, and manj’- people feel, although America is a believer In 
punishment as well as rehabilitation, so therein lies a great 
deal of difference betv;ccn me and a lot of other people. I 
would loI:c to Icno;;, Mrs. GOEELL, what kind of a husband and 
father was liORTOlI GOBELL prlf^ to his involvement with the 
government ? " 


GOBELL: "Mj'' husband vjas an excellent father and 
excellent husband and as far as his mother and his sisters were 
concerned, too, he has always been a very good human being. He 
is also an intelligent^, educated and a gifted person.'' 

BLUE: "Didn't ho hold a position of rather great 
importance at the Reeves Instrument Company at t 2 ie time of his 
■lifficulty?" 


GOBELL: "Yes, , my husband is a very fine engineer. It 
is a fact, of course, that ho is a completely innocent man, that 
ho has never committed any kind of espionage or conspiracy agalnfet 
wur country but on the contrary, has done many socially useful 
r.nd productive things, even In prison. Ho has continued to tiy 
and find meaning in life. VJhile he was in Alcatraz he did work 
that was useful and in Atlanta too. He did the engineering vjork 
at the mi llion-dollar ‘prison plant there. He has, in fact, a 
great aptitude in e ngincering. He has continued his studies," 
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BLUE: ”Do€s he hold an engineering degree?” 

SOBELL: "Yes « my husband has a Master's Degree in 
engineering from the University of Michigan. He was offered 
a fellowship there but refused during the time of the war 
because, as he wrote the dean at the time, he/felt he could 
make a greater contribution to our country by working in the 
field and he would do war work, as we both did during that 
time.” 

BLUE: "Well, Mrs. SOBELL, I was particularly 
interested in your statement that in view of the fact that a 
jury of his peers, as you knov; we are a country of laws, found 
him guilty of a charge for which he found himself on trial. 

What I am interested in is the value to society of this man or 
the fault of society, in keeping him in prison for this -lengTn 
of time and whether, if he gets out of prison, what he will do 
and what plans there are for him in the event he is released on 
a parole basis. After all, I don't think you are trying to get 
a commutation of sentence, are you?” 

SOBELL: "Well, I understand your position completely 
with respect to the question of innocence. I happen to know..,." 

BLUE: "Well, you happen to feel, in other words, that, 
your position is one that you fear closer than I am.” 

SOBELL: "And ” (Blue interupts) 

BLUE: "I admire you for standing on your two feet in 
saying that and I would certainly consider it wrong if you did 
otherwise but has your plans in the event - can you offer the 
court certain characterizations of safety?' Have opportunities 
been offered your husband to become a normal productive citizen 
in the event he is released?" 

SOBELL: "The criteria that is set up by the parole 

board for release are that a person have employment offered to 

him; that he has a stable home situation into which to move and 

that there be someone who will act as his parole advisor - a 

member of society who has the competence to take on this kind 

of a responsibility. We have, in fact, full employment waiting 

for MORTON. The Social Aciion Director of the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregation - ^abi ^Unitelli) has offered to be the 

parole adviser for my husband and I think that you will understand 

that there', is no question but that we, who are his family, will 

not only be willing, but eagfer to have him home again. The 
» 

/oO -/fi ‘/S// 
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children, MORTON's mother and I have spent all' of these long 
years in the fight for NORTON'S freedom because we love him 
and because we, ourselves, do know his innocence,” 

BLUE: "Well that pretty well covers it," 

% 

The above interview is submitted for the information 
of New York, 
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SAC, NEVI YORK (100-109C’49) 


13 / 17/63 


SAC, SAtl PRANOISCO (100-37058) (RCC) 


HELEN IfitaOY S( 
SM-C 

(00; rmi YORK) 


aka 


On 11/13/63# the above captioned Subject appeared as ^ 
a guest on the Ira M.ue Show over EEC Radio, San Pranciaoo, 
California, originating from the Hungry I, a night elub located * 
at 599 Jackson. program began with th e na rrator, IRA BLUE, 

presenting a brief summary of the MORTON SOBELL case. He 
then introduced SOBELL and the following is a tranaeript 

of the interview; 

Hi ^ 

BLOK: *'In 1950, MORTCW SCBELL was apprehended iad' 
brought to trial - not until 193X* He spe nt how Img in prison 
before he was brought to trial, Mrs, SQBSLL?” v . 


SOEBLL: "Some eifi^t months." " 

BLOK: "Some eight months. That would mean that he 
has spent from 1930 to the present time incarcerated." 

SOBELL; "This la the l4th year." / 




' r 


BLCE: "Thia is the 14th year. The charges against / ' T . 

MORTON 60BBIL were as follows; Be was not charged with being ' a 
traitor. Be was not charged with treason. I'm trying to give . . ^ 
this information to you without any feelings one way or the 
other, although by necessity, X think everyone has feelings one 
v;ay or the other. The charges were conspiracy to commit espionage, 
due to his association with Hr. and Mrs. ROSE33BER0, Who were later 
found guilty and executed for espionage, the only execution, I 
believe, to ever take place in peace time in the history of the 
United Statea. Mr. SQBELL's accuser, the one witness against him. 
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v&B a witness named HAX SXJTCHESlf idio admitted to pariuzy. i>rlar - V 
to the trial and during the trial In that ha failed to deblara 
he was a member of the Conmunifity Party in a prior affidavit - 
X thlnlc in 19^7 • The judge. Federal Judge KAUFFMAN, Instruotad 
the jury that if they believed MAX ELTTCHER’b testimony, they 
were to find Mr, SQBELL guilty. Zf they did not believe EX^CPCHER's 
teatimony, they .were to acquit MORTON SOBELh. The jury ehosa to 
believe MAX BUTCHER'S testimony and the judge then proceed^ to, \ 
as we say in the jargon of the oourt, throw the book at MQRSDN^ 
SOBEZJt, aentenoing him to a term of 30 years in prison for 
having conspired • having been found guilty of eonspirlng to , 
commit espionage. It was later on stated, or stated at that 
time, there was no indication that neything MtNTTON SQBEIX did 
did harm to the United States, however, he was part of a . 
conspiracy idiich they believed was harmful to the oountry, 

Mr. S08BLL served six of. his 14 years in prison in Aloatyaa, a 
very honorous, terrible prison. He was eligible for parole in 
1962 , and the current move on the part of Mrs* SOBSLL is to have 
her husband freed to return to normal life because the juatifleatlon 
for in^rlaonment is rehabilitation rather than puniahnant, as we « ' 
oee'dt, and many people feel, although America is a believer in 
punishment as well as rehabilitation, so therein lies a great 
deal of difference between me and a lot of other people. 1 
would loke tx> know, Mrs. SOBBUi, what kind of a husband and 


father was MORTON SQBELL prlro to hia involvement with, the t 
government?’' . . • 




SOESXZi ”Vt/ husband was an excellent father and ,'^'4 
excellent husband and as far as his mother and his sisters were 
concerned, too, he has always been a very good human being. & ' ,~. 
is also an Intelligent, educated and a gifted person*”. " 


HUJE: ’’Didn't he hald a position of rather great 
lmpoxi;ance at the Reeves Instrument Compare at the time of his 
difficulty?” 


SOBELLs "Yes, ny husband Is a very fine engineer* It 
is a fact, of course, that he is a conQ>letely Innocent man, that 
he has never eonvnitted ary kind ef espionage or oonsplracy egalnit 
our country but on the contrary, has done many socially useful 


and productive things, even In prison. He has continued to try 
and find a meaning in lifei \diile ho was in Alcatraz he did work 
that was useful and In Atlanta too* He did the engineering work ,, . 
at the milllon-dollar prison plant there. Be has, in fact, a V’ . ; * 
great aptltiide in e nglneerlng* He has continued his < studies.,'* , . 
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BLUE: "Does he hold an engineering degree? 


fl 4 . 


^ ^ A '^1 


SOBli^LL: "Yes, my husband has a Master's Degree In 
ennineering from the University of Michigan. He was offered 
a fellowship there but refused during the time of the war 
because, as he wrote the dean at the time, heffelt he could 
make a greater contribution to our country by working in the 
field and he would do war work, as we both did during .that ’ 
time." . 'v...X 


* ■ ‘ / . ! » ' *» • 
‘ . - ■‘i' 


BLUE: "Well, Mrs. SOBELL, 1 was particularly 
interested in your statement that in view of the fact that a 
;^ury of his peers, as you know we are a country of laws, found 
him guilty of a charge for which he found himself on trial. 

What I am interested in is the value to society of this man or 
the fault of society, in keeping him in prison for this ‘lenght. 
of time and whether, if he gets out of prison, what he will do 
and what plans there are for hint in the event he is released on 
a parole basis. After all, I don' t think you are trying to .get 
a commutation of sentence, are you?" 

SOBELL: "Well, I understand your position completely 
with respect to the question of innocence. I happen to know... 


BLUE: "Well, you happen to feel, in other words 
your position is one that you fear closer than 1 am." V 

SOBELL; "And....." (Blue interupts) 


» 


that . . 

A * 



BLUE: "I admire you for standing on your two feet in 
saying that and I would certainly consider it wrong if you did 
otherwise but has your plans in the event • can you offer the 
court certain characterizations of safety? Have opportunities 
been offered your husband to become a normal productive biitizen 
in the event he Is released?" 


SOBELL: "The criteria that is set up by the parole 
board for release are that a person have employment offered to 
him; that he has a stable home situation into which to move and 
that t])ere be someone who will act as his parole advisor • a 
member of society who baa the competence to take on this kind 
of a responsibility. We have, in fact, full employment waiting 
for MORTOI'/. The Soci.al Action Director of the Union of American.^.; 
Hebrew Cenpregation Rabi (Unitelli) has offered to be the • ’ . 

parole adviser for my husband and 1 think that you will understand 
that there is no question but that we, who are his family, will 
not only be willing, but eager to have him home again. The . 

•" 3 • 
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■J!' 100-370S8 
'?l)M/ar 

children, MORTON’s mother and I have spent all of these long_ ... 
years in the fight for MORTUN's freedom because we love hln ' 
and because we, ourselves, do know his innocence," - 

BLUE: "Well that pretty well covers it." 

The above interview is submitted for the information 
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exeiBpt from disclosure, In HHIp entirety* 
under (b)(7)(D) as information contained In ! \ ^ I ' . 
this aerial would identify an informant to ^ ^ 

whom an expressed promise of confidentiality 
has hern given. This information includes 
dates and places of meetings which were — . ■;r-;^^ 
attended by a limited number of people known 
to the informant and/or information from these' ~'^Z.-' '^' --.^^~. 
meetings and situations in which an Informant y 
was In close contact with members of these 
organisations, disclosure of which would reveal 
his identity. ._. , 
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WKITED STATKS GOVERNMENT 
ilE MORANDU 
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TO; 


FROM: 


SUBJECT; 


SAC, CHICAGO (100-25530) DATE: / 
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CHICAGO SOBEIX COMMITTEE 
IS-C 


On 



- ■ -.r . 1 • . ‘ .i t 

\ 'V ■' =' 

' '> ' ‘ . 'iJ*, if «' 4 

who has furnished • 'Z'‘" ■^' 


■% 


reliable Inform ation In rne p as^ submitted through 
the mail to SA^HHBHHHI^ a leaflet regarding /67v 


the 11/23/63 affair of the Chicago Sobell Committee 
and written report regarding this affair. The leaflet 
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la retained in the eub.lect lA file ai»d the written '■ . 


report is retained in 
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The leaflet reads as fclloj^s: 

1 - Kansas City 100- (MORTON IK)BELL)(RM) 
(T)- New York (100- (H KjSN 80]^LL )(RM) 
■^Icego *■"■— ^ 
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^ Saturday - November 23, 1963 
Sale Starts 1:00 PM 
JBvenlog Sale & Program from 8:30 Pll 

A Joyous evening of diversified 
entertainment, refreshments, 
and fun purchasing of items of 
extraordinary interest and value. 
Many perfect holiday gift se^^ctlons* 
All very reasonably ai^i°ked^ 

Our honored guest 
HEI^EN SOBELL 
in Ch?-cago to attend a 
committee conference 
■FliQ.en will tell of her work 
In Europe this summer 

GALA WHITE ELEPHANT SALE 

at the heme of 

Mr. and Mr?”. PHILIP BRAIL 

4745 S. Klmbark Avenue 
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Auspices: Chicago Schell Committee / Donation:.; One dollar 

< V ^ ^ ^ ^ 


* ■; 

The informant *s written report reads as follows: ' 

* a 
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The Chicago' Sobell Comm.it tee sponsored a White 
Elephant Sale on Saturday, 11/23/63, at the home of PHIL s-' 
and BliANCKE BRAIL, 4745 S. Kimbark Ave. , Chicago, Illinois. > x 
The a'*-tw.al sa.le started at 1:00 PM. The program featuring 
Mrs. TTKLEN SOBEIL, as g«©Rt speaker, started in the evening . j, 
at 8:30 PM. Without the purchas e of a single item, a dmission 
it thf entrance doer was $1.00. 

A.I (4 k ' r oli.ee tsd u<^ed fer t 

and prce^urlnt for releasrc of MOBTON SOBELL. About 50 
indiv.idu4ls attended thj..a evening session, nearly all Jewish. 
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CQ 10(K-25530 



Mrs» HELEN SOBELL's presence here ttss attributed 


to the effect that she is to attend a Committee Conference 


'ri'-- 


cn Sunday, 11/24/63 starting at 10:00 AH at the Wabash YUCAti0ffl\ . 
825 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, for the purpose 
of raising funds and financial assistance from private 
Individuals to continue her campaign and pressure for the :>v^; 
release of her husband from federal prison in Springfield, . I '4.</|Vv . 
Hlssouri; Hrs, SOBELL's talk dealt with the encouraging ■MmM "• 
support she received from scientists of Sweden, Belgium 
England and Denmark in the form of signed letters and 
petitions for the release of HORTON SOBELL; that SOBELL - 
was unjustly convicted for a crime he was innocent of and 
that now his health was precarious (a drop in weight from 







170 to 12S); that now they (Mrs* SOBELL and her husband) 
had reached a definite conclusion that after serving 14 
years as an innocent man, the immediate basis for his 
release would be sought la a demand that 8(H}£LL is .H 

innocent: that bis vicious prosecutor, ROV COHEN, told 
a pack of lies and now, himself, is unde* indictment; that..'?f^'}/f.4 .< 
this ie sufficient evidence to discredit the conviction 
obtained by COHEN; Mrs. SOBELL indicated that her campaign ; - 
for her husband in Europe proved successful financially 
as well from fellow scientists to continue her legal battle V 
to clear and free her husband. ' 

'» ' S ’ 

Individuals recognized: 
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CG 100-25530 


Tt learned from several comments beard tnat^jT^:!- -ilv 


ga huge 


cess flnancialljr ="•11': 

■ - 


,v i/r; 

PHIL ]^RAIL» host; pleaded for private financial ^ 
contributions and gave assurance that such contributions 
vould be kept in strict co nfidence by the 
Committee 
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Meeting and discussion ended at about 1:00 k'i. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERIIMENT 
MEMORANDUM 



// 



TO: . 

SAC, ilH'I YORK (IOO-IO 7 III) (4l) 


FROM: 

SA 

SUBJECT: 



DATE; 

l/i5/64 


SOBHLL COMMITTEE 
IS-C 

The information on the attached FD-302 was furnlBhed’ 
on a confidential basis. The source no longer has custody of the 
basic documents from which the check information was obtained. 

The source has furnished reliable information in the past. 


The information on the FD-302 was made available by 
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ir^ 




Trust Cci^pary,. iblt) 

C:'. •' 


Chetaical Bank liew york^'**> 


The original longhand of the FD-302 is maintained 
as an attachment to this memorandum in captioned case file, 
serial S'i' // . 


1 - I'.CM York 
1 - new Yor 
1 - ; ev; YorJ: 
1 - j;ow York 
1 - ]:evi York 

AEG: veil! 

(<i) 
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The above information is tiot to be made public 
without the issuaiice of a subpoena duces tecum. 


The person t 





tic. 


FiU 




Dot* dictotH 


This dociimaDl emioina aatthei racomnandotiona nor coivciualona oi tba FBU It ia tha piroparty of tha FBI and la loaoad to 
rcwr aoaner^ U ood Ita eonloota ora not to bo dlatrlbutad oatakSa o9oney« 
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Is exempt from disclosure, In its entirety, 
V . O ttnAmr fbKl^ «s It hss been classified Durs 


►.te- A m. •>> 


under (b)(1) «s it has been classified pursuant, 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
information vhich vould disclose an intelligence 
source. This aerial bears the Classification 
Officers number 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

to*. SAC, LOS ANGEUSS (100-41648) DATE: , 12/18/63 

FROM: SA ^ 

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL (CSJMS) 

IS-C 


SOURCE 


ACTIVITY 


RECEIVED AGENT 


LOCATION 
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A #HflT#W V ■ “- : '**^ ■— ^ * gyv ’T'^ 

■■T^:;^:'^-*%f^j.-^l^' Znformanl; was thoroughly interviewed eonoeming the 
Above end eould add nothing further, ill neceseaiy action Ia 


1:?^ : eonneetion with this neino has been taken by the writer. ■.■:•% 


1 . 
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APPENDIX 

CITIZENS COMMITTEE TO PRESERVE AMERICAN FREEDOMS 

The Guide to Subversive Organizations”, revised, 
December 1, 1961, pp. 43-44, describes this committee as 
follows; 


’’The Citizens Committee to Preserve American 
Freedoms ♦ * * specializes in propaganda aimed at abolishing 
the Committee on Un-American Activities and discrediting 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Created In Los Angeles 
in 1952, the front organization Is run by PRANK WIDCINSON, 
an identified Communist who recently resumed the full-time, 
paid post of executive secretary after approximately a 
year's leave of absence to assist in a similar campaign 
by another front in New York City, the Emergency Civil 
Liberties Committee. 

‘When the Committee on Un-American Activities held 
hearings in Los Angeles, September 2-5* 1958# to inquire 
into the nature of the party's recent reorganization in 
California, the Citizens Committee to Preserve American 
Freedoms sponsored a series of public meetings to protest 
the hearings and the very existence of the Committee. 

Communists subpoenaed as witnesses were guests of honor. 

’’At this time, leaders of the party's Southern 
California District, were mobilizing Communists in the area 
for participation in an Intensified campaign to abolish 
this committee of Congress. How the Citizens Committee to 
Preserve American Freedoms served the party In this effort 
was revealed by (Communist Party) District Chairman DOROTHY 
HEALEY in a report to the party’s Southern California 
District Council on September 21, 1958. Mrs. HEALEY 
declared that the party preferred public protest meetings . 
to be held by the Citizens Committee to Preserve American 
Freedoms rather than under party auspices because Communists 
could attend without danger of being exposed as members of the 
party. She also noted that Communists scheduled as congressional 
committee witnesses could not appear beforehand at openly 
Communist rallies without creating the Impression that the party, 
was conspiring with witnesses to withhold information from 
the committee . ” 

(Comittee on Un-American Activities, House 
Report 259 on the Southern California District 
of the Communist Party, April 3# 1959# PP. 7 
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Is exempt from disclosure. In Its entirety. 
under (b}Cl) •* it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
Information which would disclose an intelligence, ,. 

source. This ae rial bears the Classification 

Officers number .IV' \ 
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VERIFICATION OP INFORMATION ON SECURITY INDEX CARDS 

MEMORANDUM RE: SOBELL, HELEN 

100-109649 

Office File 


The following is the most recent place of employment, employment address, and tesidence 
address of the above subject as contained on the subject's Security Index Cord, 

Residence: Apt. 5-B, 30 Charlton Street, new York, Mew York 


-r t i 
v* i*. • > 

- ''jf' t 


Residence: Apt. 

Employment: Stafl 

Address: Morti 

Labor Union Affiliation: 


Staff Member, Committee to Secure Justice for ' 

Morton Sobell, Room 0, 940 Broadway, Mew York, New York > 


' / ': ■( ■ - , 


Defense Facility: Q Yes No 
Key Facilitv; □ Yes {□ No 

a Yes CXNo57& 


Detcom 

Photo 


Yes 1 I No 
Ym DNo 


It is requested that the place of employment, address of employment, residence address of the ^ 

subject, os well as the accuracy of the priority tabbing, be verified and the proper notations be . ' 

made below. The absence of a photograph and ||P||||||||||PBll||||^^ should be Mted and 

efforts made to secure a photograph and determine the existent oi a criminol record* o7 


A physical description bosed on personal observation of the subject oppears in seriad > 

Zo 
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Residence: 

Method of Verification 
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Neighborhood Sgprce 
Date; Z,//< 
Verified by SA 


Employment: 

Address: 

Labor Union Affiliation; 






Key Facility: □ Yes (21^ 

Defense Facility: □Yes CZfNo 
Tab Detcom: 

Me 


V r- / '' 

Date Geographical Reference Number 



OPEN (OR REOPEN) CASE- 
NH DATEl 



Em. . . 

bule; uh 
Vpfliied by SA; 


FD-122 should be subnffTfW to Bgreau: Q Yes 


F ile Reviewed — irZ. 

Meets SI Criteria 
O Does Not Meet SI Criteria 

Agent's Initials- — ^ 


SEARCHEO.....™„JSDEXEO. 
EmAU2E0_^L!:.,ni 
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OIRECXOR, FBI (100-^87635) 
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flAC, HIMNEAPOLXS (100-8894) (C) 
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OOMUITTES TO SECURS JUSTICE 
FOR MCRtTON SOBELL 
IS - C 


4 * 

’ ^ 


r “H <‘ s j* » 1 V' 

J J* (! • 
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. 00 - Mew Jork 

.'\ ,.- V .; ;•' ,;,■. ;;:.-;./’":i/k -^kw :■>■ 

Re liOs Angeles alrtel dated 11/18/83 and X^os Angeles ' ' ' 
teletype dated 11/18/63* 


By the referenced comnunicatlons* 1' 
)L was leavii 


. ' ’4/ 
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In view of the above* no ..further inquiries will 

A lflnn*Ann14a oeei«<>A. >' ■',. ' . ■. - ;> V-.'t-' 


Bade by the Minneapolis Office* 
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2 - Bureau (RM) 

1 - Mew York (RM) 

1 - 100-10711 
1 - 100-609849 
1 - Flnnoa polls 
LlC/kad 
(5) 
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Ri^*tvad from <nam« or symbol number) 


Received by 


(cheek opproj 
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Brief description of octivity or material 
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Date of Report 
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The follotfing was learned fro 


’’Pehruaryl^t 196l| .■ 

' V. ;^"V-si..’.V 

*‘'*‘ j ‘. ' 

^ * i/ *' « 



"There wore approxlnately thirty to forty people 
present at the bone of T>r. Irving and Mrs. Hele n Vlnilc. 

;]ntur dnyt February 0« 196 4* 

■- ■ 

"Helen Sobell was the speaker at this aeetihg 
talked about the arrangentents which were »ade for traneferring 
her husband, Morton Sobell, into a better prieoii* She said A?; 
ho is now in a hospital word and doing nicely* She Bentloned " 
the stupid things the guards at the prison did and gave the 
following exaaple: 


■rtJ 

< /► 




"Her son wanted to take his father eone books on 
electronics* The guards did not perait hla to bring in thee#, j ^ 
books but peraltted hla to bring in other hooks* Whea they'H^A^ 
vent out at lunch time, her eon carried the books out with .AiV;',* i V. 
hin and he cane back and exchanged the approved books for- ^'- : -'- 7A* 
the books on electronics. They were not checked by the guard ’ 
nt the door." \ 

This Deaorandun has been conpared with the original ' . 
statement and it is correct in substance* 

All necessary action which should be taken in - 
connection with this infomation has been 


Rould be 'taken In- 'H.v'iSi:' rf 

len taken* •/. 

' 'l * ’ n"-;,. <*»•;: -'V. ' <*/ ^ “ 
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iway. Mew York, Mew York« headed "Pllni 
Premiere ‘-Drama tic Documentary Frohlng The Public Issue on 
America's Conscience -'MORTON SOBELL - A Plea For Jus ties «" 

(2) A leaflet headed ^'Citleena Full Pardon For NORTOM BOBBIiL** 
whichreade as follows! 


^ w 


CITIZBNS FOLIi PARDON FOR MORTON SOBBLL 


\ 


f. 


"President LYNDON B« JOHNSON has called upon our 

nation to 'bind our wounds, to heal our sores, to make 

our society well. ' In the national effort to end the 

atstosphere of immorality and malice that ooncema ua 

all, we must come to Rrips with the festering oass ' t 'v; 

of NORTOM SOBELL. - . . /'> 

* 

"I am innocent,* MORTON SOBBLL has oriad out I ^ 

through more than 13 years of imprisonment* Ve ' ‘ 

believe him. Some of the most eminent pereons in the 
United States and abroad have found the evidence 
barren, questioned the felmese of the trial, and 
voiced shock at the extreme cruelty of the 30-year 
sentence. .. i . ' 

' ■ t •, 1 A ‘ ' 

"As responsible oitlsens, in whose Inamc MORTON }.s 
SOBELL* B imprisonment continues, we oannot be associated /. 
with such a denial of justice to a man and h& family, 
and to our nation's ideals. Ve wish to Join In granting 
on behalf of the public oonecience s CITIZENS FULL 
PARDON to MORTON SOBSIX. 

"V/e respectfully call upon the President of the. 

United States to make this an official act of the 
United States government. 

"The Petition will be headed by a selected list 
of those who have stated their belief in MORTON SOBBLL* s 
Innocence t 

"UREY, BUBER, CASALS, RUSSELL, PAULINO, BBAIB, 
BILLINOS, FARRELL, MAC NAMARA, MC COBMAOK, PONTON, 

SHARP, VANZETTI" v- 

- 3 - iOO-'ll>9^¥9-J2>Si ; 





(3) A leaflet Kith letter bead of "CMonittec To 
Secure ^Tuatice for MORXOK SCSSLL - 9^0 Broadway^ New York 
10« N.y.*' which 11s ta Mrs. MORTON SOBELL and Mrs. NOSB 
SOBELL as chairmen and gives a ^'partial*' list of Honorary 
Sponsors, This leaflet has the following message under the 
heading "To Make Our Soolety Well." 

"President £amzx>N fi. JOHNSON^ voicing the aotfl^ /. 
searohing anguish over the \nhealthy atmosphere In 




our oountry< has called upon our nation *to bind our 
wound8> to heal our aores* to make our soolety well** ' 

"For more than a decade now the Rooenberg-Sobell 
case has been a basic example of the malignancy afflicting 
America, The seeds of mob violence today could be seen 
In that frightening moment of June 19# 1953« wtlien -a throng 
across from the White House cheered and rang oOwbalia 
at the news that JULIUS and SIBBL nosSHBBRa had bean 
eleotrocuted. 


♦ >. 






'V 


"The lnmiorality that could enable the United fltatea 
Oovemment Itself to take the lives of. parents main- 
taining their Innooenoe despite pleas from world notables 
Including Pope Plus XII has continued to feeter all these 
years with the refusal to free MORTON SO^LL despite 
his Innocence. 


^ . 

V ^ u: 


. f ..i 


"The ROSENBBaOd, VIXUAM L. NOORB« NEDOAR SVXRS^ 
the Birmingham ehlldren are among those who are now dead 
because of hate and violence. Bow many signs does a . 
nation need before it turns from the road that winds 
from a blood-thirsty cheer when persona are executed in the 
McCarthy era to the reported cheering by some school 
children when the Proeldent of the United States is 
foully murdered? 




"No American, great or humble. Is safe when inlustlca 
and immorality are permitted to flourish. It Is this 
understanding that has Impelled so many thousands to 
act in the Roeenberg-Sobell case even though it might 
have been nwre comfortable to alt "on the sldallnea. 
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'Ve hope that in the context of the many seroons./ 
end public statements today sounding the elans at 
events in our time we will be better able to get across 
to the public and meaning of a case of injustice and 
cruelty to an individual. For l4 years MORTON SOBSLL 
has been subjeoted to the harshest punishments ; ; 

available* throu^ Alcatraz* through Atlanta* and now 
that his health has been impaired* at the Prison 
Medical Center In Sprir^fleld* Missouri. The froeing 
of FK)RTON SOBBLL at last* coupled with, the righting 
of other in^uatlces plaguing ua all* must be a prime 
subject of concern for our new President* and we 
urge everyone to cald this to his attention." Vv-l 

The thr eg^ doemgeaw Jpgi^ retained 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMEaW 


MEMORANDUM 


TO; 


SAC, JJEW YORK (lOO-lOTlll) (4l) I>ATE: 2/26/64 


FROM; 




CU3JECT; SODELL COMMITTEE 
IS-C 


The Inforrnatlori on the attached PD- 302 was furnished 
on a confidential basis. The source no longer has custody of the 
basic documents from which the check information was obtained. 

The source has * furnished reliable Information in the past. 


The 1; 


h 20^h Stree t, H 


PD- 302 waa_made available 
BB Chemical^i^nk ■Y' 


.by: 




ny^? 


The original longhand of the PD- 302 is maintained 
as an attachment to thls/metnorandum in captioned case file. 
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This documsst eontolns nslthsr rscomtaendatlons nor conclusions ot the FBI* U Is ihs propsrlf of ihs FBI ond is losnsd to 
four aqencfi It ood Its eonisDie ors not lo l>s distributed outside your agency. 
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under (b)(1) ms It has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
information vhlch would disclose an intelligence 
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this serial would identify an informant to 
J^'.,:--'-, whom an expressed promise of confidentiality 

has bern given. Ihls information includes 
dates and places of meetings which were ~ 

.--. ... attended by a limited number of people laiown 

to the informant and/or information from these ~ T - 

I.. . meetings and situations in which an informant 

was in close contact with members of these }, VV ' 

organizations, disclosure of which would reveal 
his identity. ; 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 
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SUBJECT: 


SAC, NEW BAVEN (100-17684) 

^7C-' 


DATE: 3/5/64 
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OONNECTICUT COMklTTSB FOR SOCIAL ACTION 
IS - C 


£7t 


Ofl 2/27/64, 
information in 


who has furnished reliable 
st, i&ade available the following 


written report, the original of which Is located in New 


Haven file 
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67, Helen Sobell) 
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Secure Justice for Morton Sobell) 
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100- , Helen Sobell) 

1-100-^ , Committee to Secure Justice 

for Morton Sobell) . 
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•’Feb,. 25, 1964 

"On Feb. 22, 1964 I attended a program at the home of 
OAVZO GOIDBEKG, 400 Fountain St., Hew Haven, Conn. This 
gathering was for the purr'v>sff of raising funds to carry 
on UORTOM SOBELL’s quest for release from prison. JOHN 
MARSALKA introduced DAVID GOLDBERG as the prime mover of 
the 'Committee for Social Action*, who rose and read a 
short poem by CLARENCE DAHROW. This poem said in effect 
that people cannot expect perfect Justice but must keep 
trying to attain It If not for themselves then for other. 

"A 30 minute film was shown depicting Interviews with 
several persons who all Invariably stated that the 30 year 
sentence was all out proportion. This film was made 
by professionals who we were led to believe all donated 
their services. 


"HELEN GOBELL was then Introduced and spoke for about an 
hour telling the circumstances surrounding her husband's 
arrest, that is the Immediate circumstances. She described 
tie effect on her son who Is now 14^ years old but it was 
very noticeable to me t hat she didn't go Into SOBE LL's l ife 
vlous to his arrest. 



tad 

read quite a bit about SOBELL In the National Guardian and 
have received requests for donations In the mails from time 
to time and didn't actually learn anything new from her talk. 


"Mrs. SOBELL was in Europe last year or the year before mnd 
bad a folio full of clippings taken from newspaper in 
Italy, England & France. 


"LOU ZEMEL had preceded her In Europe to lay the groundwork 
as she put It and she was very well received. I also 
noticed that not once did she mention the Soviet Union. 


"LOU ZEMEL thengo^jptospe^ 



to act as the 



It)!} -Id 
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FHGIf: 


SAC, NEW HAVEN (300-17684) 


DATE: 3/5/64 


SUBJECT: C0N3«ECTIC0T COMMITTEE FOR SOCIAL ACTION 

IS - C 

On 2/27/64, who has furnished reliable information 

In the past ,^R^^!va liable the following written report, 
the original of which is located In New Haven file . . 


NEW HAVEN 
(1-100-17684 


(1-100-17767, Helen 5ob< 

(1-100-14203. Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell) 


b’7c,</ 




2 - NEW TORN 

<RM) "^ \/ 

<1-100- 

, Helen Sobell) 

; (1-100- 

, Committee to Secure Justice 
for Horton Sobel) 
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’’February 25, 1964 

"Oil ev^enlng, February 22, 1964, I was invited 

to thfi howft of ALIOE and DAVID GOLDBERG, 400 Fountain 
Stte^it, K-?w Haven, Co^.-jar: t icut . 

"HELEN ^BELL, wife ol HORTON SOBELL, was the guest speaker, 
to raise funds for the continuance of her efforts to get 
MOliTON released from prison, 

"JOHN HARSALICA Introduced DAVID GOLDBERG, praising, him 
for opening his home for this worthwhile function, as 
h^ has done so many times in the past - on other Important 

occasions. 


"Mr, GOLDBERG read a peom by CLARENCE DARROW which stated 
although wc cannot expect perfect Justice we oust keep 
trying » If not for ourselves then for others. 

"A 30 minute film was shown with several people being 
Iniorviewed » attorneys and Jurists - all stating the 
evidence on which MORTON SOBELL was convicted was very 
slim - the star witness against him being a self-admitted 
perjur'er. 



"She spoke of her trip to Europe last year and had many 
newspaper and magazine clippings in a portfolio which 
she showed to her audience. 


"She has a 14| year old son - whom she^oke about at 
great lengths. I learned later that she also has a 
daughter - but said nothing about her. I don’t know bow 
old sbe is (the daughter) . 



2 . 







'’Aii>-r thp speed' sctiicone asked Mrs. SOBELL what she and 
her husband were donig lit Mexico at the time be was 
arrested. She r<'p11ed, *We were on a vacation* - but 
somehow her reply did not ring true. 


’'Refreshments, supplied by some of the ladies, was 
:-erv<-d. The meeting broke up at about 11:00 P.M. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: SAC^ hem YORK (100-107111) (4l) I>ATE: 



SUBJECT; SOBELL COMMITTEE 

IS-C 


3/18/64 


The Information on the attached FD-302 was fiirnlehed 
on a confjelsntiai batsis. The source no longer Hafi custody of the 
b 5 Slc documents from vhlch the check information ^iS obtained, 
-The source has furnished reliable information in the past. 



The original longhand of the PD- 302 is maintained , S' 
as an attachment to this memorandum In captioned case filej 
sarial 3 . 
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The above information ia not to be made public 
without the Issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. 




sqn^^e^bj^e 
hemlcalT^aiSc 












by & 


&rL 


File # 


Oote dictated 


Thia docnmvni contatna nettbet recommendation a nor cone lu« lone of tbo FBh tt im ihe properly of the TBl and ie loaned to 
your odency^ It end lie coDleate ore not lo bo dietribuled oulelde your agency. 







« «»/■><' ^ ^ V ~V »:r" * ^- 

V r .<C". ~ 

•F ,-.- -- ^ . .^-^^,,SS«r^-#.*... - ^ ~ 

*m P - ^ ^ ^ ■ 

■ -- fZ. ^ Jj ^ ~ 


. . * . ^ ■ 


' -v ^-' ^ 0?» ' ^ ^ ^"V 


r-', * »“*, -. >»-»., ■» 


’.,'* ■- ", "v**-*"' ' ’ ' ■^i 




FIUS # 


100-109849 


.* ».w **^.* r *!/»"' ’«■ ■>• >•-'• '*♦ '"- '*•*■' 




•>••■•■■ "T* > y - 


SUBJECT 


SERIAL 


HELEN SOBELL 







DATE 



.• ./ * ** ’ . *■ 
» j- \/ rv - ^ ^ ■ ' * 


V5^;‘V-:^** V- 






CONSISTING OF 




T. >sr-p -L fc*. ■ ^lyifcjwe..,- 


PAGES 






r; 




is exempt from disclosure, In Its entirety,” 

under (b)(7)(D) as information contained In ' ' 

this serial would Identify an Informant to 

whom an expressed promise of ^confidentiality 
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is exempt from disclosure* In Its entirety, ■ 
under (b)(1) ss tt has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
information vhich would disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification ^ . 
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to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
information vhlch would disclose an intelligence _ 
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M E M 0 P A H n't) M 


TO 

: SAC, NEM YORK 

DATE:. 4/22/64 

FROM 

SUP. 

1 

SUBJECT 

. If t f /V Ai" r 



^ C. 



Bureau teletype dated 4/13/64 instructed that 
a letterhead menorandun be disseminated to Secret Service on 
all Security Index cases. Cautioned subject is listed on 
the Security Index by virtue of previous Esuionaj^e or Internal 
Security-P connections. Accord! nply, a letterhead memorandum 
must be nrenared on this subject. 

The An.ent to whom this matter is assifpoed will 
revie*') the instructions of Sur>ervi5or^HBBHIIBHim[||B| 
dated 4/20/64, which is available on the Section 33 Suner^*^ 
visor's desk, and will thereafter conduct such file reviev/ 
and investigation as may be necessary and rough draft an 
aunronriate letterhead s memorandum. 

Since this entire uroject must be comoleted 
within 30 days, each Agent should comolete his assignment 
within 10 working days of the date of this memorandum. 


UiJITED STATES rf):^ 





NY- 142 . 

WAITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


MET^ORANDUM 


TO: 


FROM: 


SAC , l EW y .r.ic (iOQ-10711l)(4l) 3>ATE; 4/523/54 






CUBJBOr*. Sf'BELL CO'.rim'KB 

IS«»C 


The information on the attached PD-302 was furniehed 
on a confidential b.?:3j.s. The source no ionger has custody of the 
basic dccuaients from v/hich the check Inroi-mation was obtained. 

The source has furnished reliable Information in the past. 


The information on the 




102 was made available hy:' 


^ M. ii « r.. 


/tn Sire 




3lt> 


The original longhand of the PD-302 is maintained 
as an attachment to this memorandum in captioned case file. 


carlal 


-l^.kav York 
(TV.:.e« York 
j ew Yf.rU 
1 - ;:e»; \ rk 

AxS'v • *bc 
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16239] 
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Tiie above infomatlon la not to be made public without 
the lesuance of a subpoena ducea tecum. 


Pexj 


be. subpoenaed la 
ifivi "ffjfk 




'/S7P 


l00'/099^9-lsf‘^ 


^ 3/J?7/‘54 

Oh a* 


JlcM Yoric 


Fit* I 


100-1C71U 


610 

: nbc 


Dot* dictot*d 


*nvis docoment conlolna neltHef reccmtnatidaticina not conetucloas of the FBI. ft im the proporiy of tba FBI and in iaaood to 
your agoocr; ft oztd Ito contente ora not to ba dUtrtbuted outside your agency. 
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SAC» NEW YORK (10U-L071U) 


4/27/64 
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" -> >,» ‘ * ■ ^ . ’ifc" 


> 

-r- 


' K 1“ ' 






SOrELL CmilTTEE 
IS-C 


. ■ . « 1 '' 7i^, 'i?'. 


The 4/16/64 issue o£ the '*AME&XK41 MAGTAE SZO?» 
on page 12, contained an article entitled “ftally for Acquittal 
of M. Sobeil*'« The article reads as follows: 


; ** . r-v'r 


« > ' 


’’The Sobell Defense Coioiaittee will bold a mass 
rally in the new large room at Cooper Uhion, (Astor 
Place and 4tb Ave) in New Jfiork. The meeting, called 


New York Citizens Pull Pardon for Morton 8 obelI\ baa 7 ^. 




.iU.f 't 


for its goal to convinve Americans of bis innocence, 
and publicly absolve . the 14 years that Sobell has been fv 
in prison. There have been sore than 15,000 signatures ' 
to petitions which the Defense Cotnmitte has turned over ; ' 
to the government with the thought that it should be ' 
enough. 


*>-■ 


*‘The chief speaker of the above rally will be Professor . 
fred Rodell of the Yale LAw School, who wrote a book |A^-^^ 
about the innocence of Sobell %dio was convicted .in the 
spy charges arising from the K 0 senberg> 5 obell trial in ,"V. ' - 
1951. Rose Sobell, Morton's mother, and his wife, Helen, 
have fougltt tirelessly for 14 years to obtain his freedom. 


M 


The rally will be held, Thursday, April 23, at 8:00 PM". 


1 - 65-3310 (AMS) 

1*)- 100-109849 (H. Sobell) 

1 - lJO-128869 (a. Sobell) 

1-100-107111 
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Memorandum 


i’nuki) stati-r go’ 
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SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-45973) 


date; 


4/30/64 


I — 

‘ A 


FROM 


SUBJECT; 


S 7 e '•' 


•••■'■■ ■-- .•• ■'• V. .-. . ' 


soimcE 


HELEN SOBELL 
SM-C 


ACTIVITY 

K^?J> Heating of ' 
Committee 
for HELEN 
SOBELL, 607 
S> W estern Av e. 

L.A.H|||BB7I>. 


RECEIVED ' AGENT- "^LOCATION* 

- * 

4/15/64 -Writer 



7i:> 


S» A ♦ .*• i 


‘Tf 4 




"Time : 
"Place: 

"Sponsor: 


Informant furnished the folloirlng irrtttenvreportt ^ 

' . > , i .. ‘ A . I , -*.<• ■’ ■ 

^ t ^ { ft* 

'£ii> ' " ■ ^ 

6:00 P.M. Saturday ' • 

Park Manor, Western and 6th, Los Angeles, 

Calif, ••..•',■ <v ^ ^ , 

Committee for HELEN SOBEL dinner and ^ J 


entertainment « 


pg.ij oixuier ana ... / / 

" r-*\ . ■ t \ , \J a. ,4' *. 


"This tu rned out to be a group of mostly older JeWlsh^ ^^ ^*^; 
room 6#, 

Frankly, Judging from the activities listed in the Peoples world t;- 
there hasnt been much aotivlty of any Consequence*" 


B7D 



1 - New York - REGISTERED 

100-109849 "SOBELL) 

6lt> 


oc: 

97-16 (PEOPLE • S WORLD) 

100-41648 (LOS ANGELES SOBELL COIMCTTEE} 

MIB/mtc 
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, 3 tA»CMl'i>,.^_JK 0 £X £0 ^ 

A-'4aM1-19S& 




$ 7 ^ 



Read by 




La 100-45973 



ACTION: 



Informant was thoroughly interviewed and oould add 
nothing further to the above. , : 

All necessary action in ominection with this memo ' 
hne been taken by the writer. . • ■ 
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UNITED STATES GO^)nMENT 

Memorandum 


O 


PROM 


SAC, LOS AIJOEI^S (lOO-4l648) 

♦ ♦ 4 ^ ‘ 

, * 4 


subject: 


SOURCE 


ACTION: 


date: 


/^•V3P/64 :%A:4; 

‘ . .‘-'/X' f;- • ’-a '■ * • 


COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR HORTON SOBELL (CSJHS) 
IS-C 


■' ,5 Vi-i; 

t' . : ^ ■ 


b-l 


ACTivm 

See Below 


RECEIVED AOENT LOCATION 


4/S1/64 Writer 


rt-r 


Informant furnished the following : deacrlhed Itemt.'- ^:*- 4 


- ^ ^4^ * 

' ' %ri V 



b/ 





Infozviant was thoroughly interviewed and oould addr> 
nothing, further to the aboye* • 


All neoesaary action In connection with this 
has been taken by the writer* ' 


■, J(- ' ik r 


*■ ' 


? -' New York - REQISTERED 

/ 100- THESk SOS] 

! 100- (CSJHS ) 


cc: 
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may Ol 1964 
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LA 100-41648 


APPENDIX 


O 



COMMITTEE TO .SECURE JUSTICE POR. MORTON SOBELL 


A source advised on August 19^ 1963> that the 
Los Angeles Sobell Committee Is the Los Angeles, California, 
affiliate of captioned organization. 

Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL, 
and JULIUS POSENBOIIG in June, 1953* the "CoiruTiunlst 
campaign aesumed a different emphasis. Its major effort 
centered upon HORTON SOBELL,*' the ROSElTBERGs * codefendant. 

The National Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg case 
a Communist front v/hlch had been conducting the campaign in the 
United States - was reconstituted as the National Rosenberg- 
Sobell Committee at a conference in Chicago In October, 1953 
and ’’then as the National Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg Case . " 

( "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications" dated December 1, 1961, issued by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, page ll6.) 

In September, 1954, the name "National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on 
literature issued by the Committee. In March, 1955* the 
current name, "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," 
first appeared on literature Issued by the Committee. 

The Address Telephone Directory for the Borough 
of Manhattan, New York City, as published by the New York 
Telephone Company on April l6, 1963* lists the "Committee 
to Secure Justice for ftorton Sobell" as being located at 
940 Broadway, Nev; York, New York. 


COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 

LA 100-41648 
BU 100-387835 

APPENDIX 
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FILE # 
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SERIAL 


HELEN SOBELL 
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Is exempt from dlsclostxre. In Its entirety, 

under (b)(7)(0) ss Information contained in ' J7 

this serial would identify an infornent to 

whom an expressed promise of confidentiality 

has hern given. This information Includes 

dates and places of meetings %fhlcb were . 7 .f:::lif.~>;;^j V77:K:^r J 
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attended by a limited ntimher of people known *vor»r-Sc *m>mm ^ > 

to the informant and/or information from these " T.3',>,V’v..,^.. . . 

meetings and situations in which an informant 

was in close contact with members of these 'k 

organisations, disclosure of which would reveal 

his identity, ...',. : ...:.r 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: SAC, NEW HAVEN (100-14203) DATE ^>/ll/6k 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-107111) 


SUBJECT; COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR 

MORTOM SOBELL 
IS-C; ISA of 1950 
(00; NEW YORK) 

The following report appeared in the ’’Morning 
Preihelt" of 4/26/64, on page 2, columns 4-5; 

Big Meeting At Cooper Union Calls For 

Liberation of Morton Sobell b y A , STRAUSS 

Three thousand signatures on petitions to free 
Morton Sobell, victim of the 1951 Me Carthy-hysterla, were 
presented to his wife, Helen Sobell, at a big meeting at 
Cooper Union, on Thursday evening, April 23rd, Sobell has 
been behind bars for fourteen years on a 30 year sentence. 

The almost one thousand people gave an ovation to the appeal 
by Mrs. Sobell, (whose two children were seated on the plat- 
form), that they continue to collect thousands of signatures 
in this country, and abroad, demanding the liberation of her 
husband and the father of his two children. 


Pointing out that it was Hoy Cohn, who is now being 
tried for perjury and denying facts, who, as assistant prose- 
cutor, helped in the conspiracy against Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg and against her husband, Morton Sobell, that after 
they Illegally kidnapped Sobell, they requested that he 
testify against the Rosenbergs, then they would not try him 
and he would be freed of the charges. 
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NY 100-107111 


Mr, Marshall P'jrllrij chief Sobell defense lawyer. 

In a powerful speech, rslated that on his last visit to his 
client, a short tlwe ago, at the Springfield JaU, in Missouri, 
he found Sobell in better health. He pointed ouf thyt Sobell 
categorically refused to make any concessions wha^S^evfer 
in conjunction vjith tl;e fight to free himeelf -• ahd that 
the only condition for his liberation is a full percl<>n and 
lifting of the charges that he participated in espionage 
against the land of his birth - the United States. 

Powerful speeches were also delivered by: the famous 
Intellectual, Prof, Fred. Bodell, of Yale University, who 
demanded that Roy Cohn now fill Morton Sobell' a jail cell; 

Dr. B. Dunham, who pointed out that the conscience of America 
must be aroused by the frightful injustice of keeping an 
Innocent peace-fighter in jail on the basis of a Me Carthy- 
false-accusatlon of espionage. 

Chairlady Donna Allen read telegrams from the 
famous authors end humanists, Bertrand Russell, Arnold 
Wesser, author of "Chips With Everything"; Robert Bolt, 
author of "A Man For All Seasons"; and from the president 
of Local #142, Longshoremen's Union, in Hawaii, who demanded 
_the liberation of Morton Sobell in the name of the 22,000 
members of his union. 

The assemblage unanimously adopted a resolution 
to continue the fight for the complete liberation of Morton 
Sobell. 
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is exempt from disclosure. In Its entirety, „ ,. .^. . . 

under (b)(7)(D) as information contained jj^- 
this aerial would identify an Informant to ^^:'^,'-''iy.M’ii^~^. 
whom an expressed promise of confldentlality-^i^^ife*fe7-^^ * '' 
has bern given. This information Includes ' 

dates and places of meetings which were — 
attended by a limited number of people known — 
to the informant and/or information from these 71* = ' :. 

meetings and situations in which an Informant ,.* ^-441^7 
was in close contact with members of these 
organisations, disclosure of which would reveal 
his identity. . . ..... 
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Identity of Source: 


Description of Info: 


Date Received; 
Received By: 
Original location: 




btfoifil 


who has furnished 
able info in past (conceal) 


Rally for MORTON SOBELL at 
Cooper Union, NYC, 4/23/64 


.4/28/64/4 


( written) : 
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A copy of informant’s written report follows: 
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NY 100-107111 

April 23, 19S^ 

N.y, N.Y. 

On April 23, 19^4 there was a rally for MORTON SOBELL 
at Cooper Union, This meeting v/as to initiate the drive for 
Citizens Pull Pardon for Sobell. Among those present were: 
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■ l-N'ITED STATES GOViLjMENT 
MEMORANDUM 
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TO : SAC, PHILADELPHIA DATE: 5/l2/6i< 

from ; SAC, ffiSW YORK (100-107111) 

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR 
MORTON SOBSLL 
IS - C 
(00; NY) 








NY 100-107111 

Identity of source: 


furnished 

reliable info In the past 
(conceal) 


Description of info: 

Date received: 
Received by; 

Original location; 


Meeting for ”^forton sobell*' 
at Cooper Union, NYC 



A tcbpy. of informant's written report follows; 
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.April 23 , 1964 

H.y.C. 
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i 


There was a “citizens full pardon for Horton 
Sobell" meeting held at cooper Union on April 23 # 1964 . 

Attending on stage: 



DORA ALLEN (phonetic) from Washington, D.C. 
jt’ Acting Chairman 

HELEN SOBELL & Son 
PERLIN Att. for SOBELL 
Pro, BURNHAM 
PHIL OCIffiS folk singer. 


Others included. 
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NY 100-107111 



SOBELL'b Inoeentles was proclaimed by all speekers 
and a petition campalri was started to demand a full parcTon 
for SOBELL, 
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Identity of Soiirce: 


Description of info; 


ep'^ 

who has furnished 
reliable information in the 
past (Conceal) 




Sobell Committee mass rally 
at Cooper Union on 4/24/64, 


Date Received: 4/2 
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HELEN 

SOBELL and Prof. RODELL both spoke at the affair after OCHS' 
entertainment, 

A copy of informant's report follows: 


70 
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The Sobell committee held a mass rally at cooper XJnion on 
April 24, 1964, There were between 400-500 people present. 



The theme of the rally was SQBELL’s Innocence. 


DONNA AJXEN, from Washington D.C», was the chairman. Mrs 
ALLEN indicated that the government killed the R0SENEER3Si 
therefore, how can they free SOBELL. She pointed out that . 
the prosecuting attorney at the trial, ROY COHN# is presently 
on trial himself for fraud and perjury, 

MARSHALL PERLIN followed Mrs ALLEN. Mr PERLIN reviewed the 
trial, pointing out the kidnapping from Mexico# the only 
witness, a perjurer, who connected SOBELL with the ROSENBERGS. 
Mr PERLIN indicated that the government told SCBELL plead 
guilty and they woizld be easy on him, 

BARRCWS DUNHAM followed MARSHALL PERLIN. His theme was a 
good government is one In which It allows Its citizens to 
think unthinkable things. 

PHIL OKES, a folkslnger, followed Mr DUNHAM. "You are 
livlng"Tn the free world, in the free world you must stay" 
is a sample line from his songs. 
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]UN1TED STATUS OOVElCNMEN 

Memorandum 
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APPENDIX 
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A source advised on August 19# 1963# that the - 

toa Angeles Sobell Committee is the Los Angeles# California #Y'i^'‘;.r~CV r j 
affiliate of captioned organisation. 
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- Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL 

and JULIUS ROSENBERG In June# 1953# the "Communist campaign ^ 

assumed a different emphasis. Its major effort centered :i 

upon MORTON SOBELL," the ROSENBEROs’ codefendant, : ’ - ^ 

The National Committee to Secure Justice in the Roseberg ease | 

a Communist front which had been conducting the campaign In the ‘1;'^^- : ^ 
united States - was reconstituted as the National Rosenberg- 
Sobell Committee at a conference In Chicago In October# 1953 y ' 

and "then as the National Committee to Secure Justice for 3^ -i 

Morton Sobell In the Rosenberg Case." - vi 


'TT -7. V.. ^-..vi: 




("Guide to Subversive Organisations 


Ti&r.-w- ; ^’’ouiae so sueversive organxsasions ana i 

fe:t.; >' Publications’' dated December 1# 19ol# Issued by the House 
Committee on TRi-American Activities# page 116. j 


*^53^' »• •< ' 


In September# 1954# the name "National Coiimlttee, 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on - 
literature issued by the Committee. In March# 1955# the ? 
>X- 'current name# "Committee to Secure Justice for Norton Sobell;'? 
wt^y . first appeared on literature issued by the Committee. . 

■' ■'•••■- - '■ ' ■ -i 

' The Address Telephone Directosyfor the Dorough“^^^^§^^^v ,?« 
‘ of Manhattan# New York City, as published by the Nfew Fork • 
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rf ‘ Manhattan# New York City, as published by the Nfew Tor 
Telephone Company on April 16# 1963# Hats the "Committe 
to Secirre Justice for Morton Sobell" as being located at 
940 Broadway# New Yox4c# New York. - - . - Xi 


Telephone Company on April 16 ( 1963 j llete the "Committee 
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COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTXCB 
FOR MORTON SOBEU. 

1 .r LA 100-41648 . 

BU 100-387835 > 
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